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Tuesday 8th September\ 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
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their time, v the Foundations Stage at Bickleighs Downs Primary, School W@hopegmmchﬂdxmhme@}aniasﬁoand

enjoyable start to- their school, life:

Our ainv in the Foundations Stage is to- settle the children into school life, to- encourage their independence and ‘hae o go’
We will, also be building on the first year of Foundation (FSI) whichs the children will hame completed within nursery,
preschool or ab ar childminder

week v Literacy (English), Maths and, other areas of the curriculum: We will also provide yous with ideas and, activities

Here: are some ideas thaty may help you to support your child at home. We appreciate that this may seem like a/ Lot of

Maths

Maths plays o big part inv everyday life ands without; emery realising it yow wills alreadyy be using many mathematical terms
around, your childrers
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- money and, size e.g. Carv yow pass me the big spoor please?
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. Talk aboub whab you carv see when youw look aby a group: o objects (subitising) egi I can see one and,
one and; one, so that's three. I can see two sheep and | more, so- that's also three. Children, dont
and, can use this to tell, you hour maruy.

. Eww@@bm&m@egm%%sﬁw%mwmm
ete,
for omaumples werneed | cups of water and. 100g o flour)

) At bath time, let your child, play withy different shaped/ sized, containers. Talk about; whichs container
holds the most/ least; water and, hour many cups it takes to Jill the, bottle.

Literacy, (English) f

o Letter names/ sounds
Each week, we will, hare letters of the week. Initially we teach the childrer the sounds the letters make ands use: o phrase
the sound it makes; words that start, with, that: particular letter and, hour to formy the, letter correctly whens writing . We
wills tell. yow the letters of the week eachy Monday, irv the, weekly newsletter.  In order to support your child's learning,
with the letters of the week. We will also send, home ‘Read, Write Inc video links for the sounds being comereds

¢ Reading
Initially, the childreny wills be bringing home o library book.  Please could: yow talk to- your child: about the layout of o
books ue. the front/ back coser, the title, the authors name and hour to- turn the pages and, that we look ab the left page
before the right page.  As you both looks throughs the books it would be great if yow could encourage your child to- talk
Orwce your child knows some letter sounds, we will: sends them home withs o reading books Please encourage them to- sound
oub the words e, c-arb says cali We start withy simple: CVC words (Consonant-Vowel-Consonant) but; remember some
the pictures as o clue and what makes sense irv that sentence.
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Continuous Prouision - Free Flowr
The children, wills talk a Lot aboub free lour and, hour they played all. day: Play is hugely important, ot this stage; t s

Settling inv and, our routines

Lunch - From Monday 14th, September the, childrers will: be staying for Wnch ands should bes picked, up ab 12:45pm irv the
usual places. From Monday 2lst Septernber the, childrer wills be staying all day.  There is @ copy o the, schoob dinner
menww onv the, school website, Tt would, be, of greats help i yow coulds discuss the, choices with your child each dayy and: help
them, decide whab they would, like. We, will: call, o register and asks them their choices once they are iy and, settleds each,
doy.

Snack Time - Please send, iy water (not squash) for your child to- drink, irv o named, bottle: The childrery should place this
wa/dmnk/booowth@mmm,gz Mdkwalsowﬁed}ondwddmuptoﬂw&ag&qﬁngm@&whmopt&dwbqﬁ
the scheme. Fruit and vegetables are provided by school for the children's snack: You carv send inv additional fruit or
vegetahle snacks Jor your child. These should be iy o named, container and, kepls in your child’s bookbag. Children should,

Drop off and, Collection, Arrangements - We wills et the children, out one ab as time, once we hane seenvthe adult who is
collecting them. Please be patient with us to start withy as it takes us quite o while to- get to- know yow all. When, the,
childrer are irv all, day, they, wills need to- bes collected, abs 3.20 pmu If yow need: someone else to- collect your child youw mush
let us' knows; either inv witing (yow carv send, us o message wios Class Dojo), by, telling us inv the: morning or by, phones

the cloakroom so- pleases ensure your child only has one bag that they bring to- school daily. This should be o school
bookbag and, not o rucksacks We don't, hame enough space to store rucksacks. PE kits carv be left in school and, will be
senb home each hall term.

Additional, settling irv sessions

Week: beginning Monday, |4 September; groups of children wills be staying behind, in the afternoons to- do- some actisities
home Last week, letting yow knour which afternoon we would like: your child to- stay. Please let us knour if there: i a, problem
with the, day giseny as we may be able to- make o few changes. I your child ts staying for the afternoon, they will needs
collecting ab 2:4-Sprm.
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Additional, requs !

e achange of underwear irv case they have an accident i school, this wills remairy i their bags.

Jewellery - No jewellery should, be worn exccept plainy gold o silver studs earrings. Children must not wear earnings for
PE.

Tapestry

We use the online learning journey, Tapestry to record; monitor and, assess the children/'s learing. You wills soory receinve
@ldiepond;mmm}wmahmaboubseﬁmg’upwamunb We start each child withs @ newr account, W%Mhﬂ)\/\e
had, one v @ premious setting / preschooli Once the account s seb up it i @ two-way tool. We love to see whats the
children, hanve heer doing at home and, where appropriate, will make assessments against these e swimming, lessons,
lﬂammgztomd@a/scootehor\bik&umhng/thmnﬂm& W\hng/obéed& Weshmwv(d@o&andpxmmunﬂwﬂwemd@
class.

Besh, Wishes from the Early Years Foundation Stage Team

Red Bears - Mrs O’ Toole, Mrs Bond, and Ms V\/"\aﬂ/@?y
Blue Bears - Mrs Vanstone and Mrs Greenslade
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